CLIMATE
CHANGE

Improving the resilience of trees, and woodlands and enhancing their
contributions to climate change mitigation and adaptation!
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Introduction

Trees and Woodland are an integral consideration in respect of climate change
impacts. The region’s woodland can make a contribution to a future low-carbon
society, through various avenues, from sequestration to carbon-lean renewable
energy. This includes encouraging woodland creation and active woodland
management, exploiting woodfuel opportunities and use of wood, especially in
substitution for other materials.

Adaptation measures will be needed to increase the resilience of trees and
woodland to a changing climate. Equally important is the adaptation they can
provide for our living environment and services, such as preventing soil erosion,
reducing flood risk and effects, improving water and air quality, reducing the
urban ‘heat island’ effects and enhancing the resilience of wildlife through habitat
connectivity.

Effective communication of the role trees, woods and forests can make in
combating climate change is crucial.

Aim

I To increase the contribution to climate change mitigation from trees and
woodlands and the ways they provide adaptation for society and the
environment, as well as increasing their own resilience to a changing climate
and delivering environmental services
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