NOTE OF GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING (GIP) MEETING, GOWM, 27.1.05

Present

David Howatson, Paul Cobbing, GOWM

Simon Hodgson, WMRA

Graham Hunt, Forest of Mercia

Simon West, FC

Introduction

GH outlined the proposal, drawing on the previously circulated paper on GIP from Bedfordshire CC and areas where the approach was being advocated:

Milton Keynes

Northern Way

Thames Gateway (www.greengrid.co.uk)

The following were potential options for the WM:

M6 Birmingham – Stoke (Highways Agency 10 year landscape plan)

M6 Toll – M54 proposed link

Western Orbital

Smart Growth: The Midlands Way – substantial strategic greening

There are a number of references in the RFF (eg Woodland Opportunities map, Sites Opportunities project) and were already a group of key (woodland) initiatives with expertise that could act as implementation agencies:


Heartwoods

Black Country Urban Forest 

Forest of Mercia


Green Arc

National Forest 

Greenwood Forest 

Sherwood Initiative

Discussion

There was a wide-ranging discussion which revolved around the following key issues:

· There needs to be a link with wider issues, eg biodiversity, water, climate change, resilience etc

· Any such initiative needs to link in with the RSS and it’s review (eg Black Country Study etc)

· There needs to be clear demonstration of economic benefits (eg Bill Slee’s work)

· There is a need for strategic funding and/or an agreed strategic approach to funding eg sn 106 agreements

· There is opportunity to represent this approach more explicitly in terms of problem and opportunity in the developing Smart Growth: The Midlands Way

Next steps

1. Develop a coherent strategy, comprising: mapping (assets & policies); gapping; enhancement opportunities

2. Develop an implementation plan, to effect: strategic funding potential (sn 106);  direct private sector effort (strategic policy context, not site by site)

It was agreed that GH/SW would produce an initial scoping paper that should be agreed with this group and then discussed with key stakeholders eg:

EA (Barbara Yates) 

EN (Mark Felton) 

CoAg(?)

AWM (Rod Griffin)

Planning rep (Sherman Wong/David Thew)

EH (Chris Smith)

Simon West

31/01/2005
