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Woodland & Forestry Forum
Hereford Shire Hall was the venue for the July Forum meeting.
There was a very full agenda with presentations on the West
Midlands Forestry Framework, the forthcoming consultation on
the Public Forest Estate, Funding opportunities under RDPE,
the Week in the Woods and Forestry Apprenticeships
Programme, Lantra Landskills, Sustainable Deer Management,
the West Midlands Health WIG evaluation and an update on
regional governance and policy.  22 Members were in
attendance.  Papers and full presentations can be obtained
from: Julia.hall@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

Regional Forestry Framework – Refresh
Nearly five years on and the work on reviewing, re-casting and
aligning the Regional Forestry Framework with the ETWF
Delivery Plan and the region’s Economic and Spatial
Strategies continues.  Mindful of the further alignment that
might be required with the forthcoming Single Regional
Strategy, a series of task groups are being set up to take this
work forward.  Further details from: s.roberts@wmra.gov.uk

Launch of Public Consultation on the
long-term role of the Forestry Commission
Public Forest Estate in England
The Public Forest Estate is publicly owned and managed by
the Forestry Commission. It extends to about 258,000ha and
is made up of over 1,500 different woods and forests across
England, that is 2% of the land in England and 18% of the
woods and forests. More than half the population lives within
10km of the Public Forest Estate.

Running until the end of September 2009, the consultation is
asking for opinions and is inviting those interested to attend
a meeting on 9th September at Penkridge to share ideas.
More details are available from the website:
www.forestry.gov.uk/england-estatestudy or from
gaynor.abel@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

West Midlands Forestry
Apprenticeships Pilot
Following the highly successful “Week in the Woods” attracting
27 people, 4 apprenticeships, starting in September, have
been awarded with work placements hosted by the Forestry
Commission and the Duchy Estates with training provided
on-the-job and at Holme Lacy College.

Meanwhile, Lantra are developing the new Qualifications and
Credit Framework and a new apprenticeships programme
will be put together.  The Pilot therefore is set to inform that
process and funding has been secured from the Forestry
Commission.  Additional work placements are being sought
for next year. Further details available from
judywalker@smallwoods.org.uk

GROWING OUR FUTURE
Annual Report 2008-2009
Headlines

o Over £1.369 (£1.324 in 2008) million distributed under the
Forestry Commission Grant Scheme; £0.65 (£0.47) million
under the Environmental Stewardship Scheme for
woodland creation and management in the region;

o APF Forestry Exhibition on Cannock Chase attracted 250
exhibitors, 20,000 visitors with £5 million orders taken over
three days;

o Wood fuel is still the fastest growing renewable energy
alternative in the West Midlands with exponential growth in
wood heat installations and expanding network of fuel
depots covering the whole region; A number of woodfuel
champions appointed;

o Equivalent to 100 tonnes of conifer timber removed from
ancient woodland sites every working day of the year by
Forestry Commission Public Estate;

o There has been an estimated four million visitors to
Forestry Commission woodlands in the West Midlands –
most involving physical activity/mental stimulation; Go Ape
in Cannock and Wyre Forests attracting more;

o Education visits are increasing and sites in National Forest,
Wyre Forest and Cannock Chase have hosted upwards of
30,000 schoolchildren visits; FC Forest Schools Challenge
Grant: 27 successful bids obtaining £90k across the region;

o All Forestry Commission SSSI’s are in favourable or
improving condition; Overall, Woodlands in the West
Midlands figure of 95%

o Using the information gleaned thus far, the rolling three-
year Action Plan 2008-2011 for the West Midlands
Regional Forestry Framework has been updated;

o The breadth of stakeholder interest and active engagement
has continued; the specialist task groups have been busy
developing and implementing action plans and agenda in
support of the Framework:

- Woodland Opportunities Mapping
- Woodland & Forestry Industries
- Wood Energy Task Group
- Trees, Woods and Forests Biodiversity Task Group
- Social Forestry Task Group

Delivery Plan Launch
The refreshed and updated Growing our Future three-year
rolling Delivery Plan 2008-2011 was presented at the Forum.
This reflects this year’s monitoring responses and research
carried out indicating what lead partners and stakeholders
will be doing in order to meet the Framework objectives.
An electronic version can be downloaded from
www.growingourfuture.org



Natural England introduces the
'Natural' Health Service
Highlighting new research that shows how high quality green
space can not only help us to be more healthy, but can also
save lives, Natural England has introduced their Natural
Health Service Campaign - a concept designed to ensure
that every one in the country has good access to green
space and that our health services make better use of it.
Further details available from:
www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/enjoying/health/ournatural
healthservice/default.aspx

RSS Phase 3 – Consultation closing
Forum Members are urged to get their responses completed
as the Regional Spatial Strategy Phase Three Revision Policy
Options Consultation closes on 14 August.  Phase 3 covers
quality of environment issues including trees, woodlands
and forests.

The small task group led by the Forestry Commission will then
be convened reviewing all responses and helping to update
the text and policies as appropriate.  More details:
bill.heslegrave@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

Putting the Historic Environment to Work
The draft Historic Environment Strategy for the region is out
for consultation and proposes nine priorities for the region and
an action plan.  At first glance, there is little mention of historic
landscapes - ancient woodland, wood pasture and parkland. 
Even a mention of veteran trees would have been good!

As this is a consultation we do have opportunity to influence
and offer a list of case studies that reflect successes and
opportunities for trees, woods and forestry.  The closing date
for responses is 01 September and further details and the
consultation paper may be found at http://www.english-
heritage.org.uk/server/show/conWebDoc.16378

Rural Delivery Programme for England
– Delivering in the region
For the latest information please visit:
www.advantagewm.co.uk/working-with-us/rdpe/default.aspx

Landskills West Midlands
Lantra is managing the skills development area of the RDPE
on behalf of Advantage West Midlands. The programme will
deliver training and knowledge transfer activity to the region’s
agricultural, horticultural and forestry businesses.

In the region, we are looking to replicate the highly successful
Woodworks Programme and a proposal for the training and
upskilling of the forestry workforce has been put together
and submitted to Lantra. For more details of the programme:
http://www.lantra.co.uk/businesses/england/west-
midlands/landskillswestmidlands

West Midlands Biodiversity
Strategy 2010-15
The West Midlands Biodiversity Partnership are meeting in
September to review the Regional Biodiversity Strategy and
the production of the Regional Delivery Plan.  Similar to the
work being carried out on the Forestry Framework, they will
be considering how the biodiversity agenda & priorities fit
within the new developing regional governance, including
the proposed new Regional Strategy.  For more details,
please contact: jeff.edwards@naturalengland.org.uk

EWGS Update: West Midlands Region
The Prospectus 2009 information sets out the full grant
provisions and application periods for financial year 2009/10
and 2010/11.  Up to date information on the remaining funds
available can be found at:
www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-73UBPP

Grant Type 2009-2010 2010-2011 

Woodland Assessment Open from 1st
March 2009

Open from 1st
March 2009

Woodland Planning Closed Open from 1st
March 2009

Woodland Improvement
(all types)

Open from 1st
March 2009

Open from 1st
March 2009

Woodland Management Closed Open from 1st
March 2009

Woodland Regeneration Closed Open from 1st
May 2009

 Woodland Creation Open from 1st
May 2009

Open from 1st
May 2009

For those waiting to complete Management plans for a
Woodland Planning Grant, Woodland Officers will be sending
out the new template and guidance.  For more information
please contact your local FC Woodland Officer or
bob.evans@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

West Midlands Forest School Woodland
Improvement Grant – Final Year of the Pilot
Two new types of grant are now available for funding to
support the infrastructure of Forest Schools and assist with
training costs of Forest School Leaders.

The WIG offers schools, youth and environmental charities and
other organisations the opportunity to apply for a grant which
will support setting up a Forest School site. We will also offer
support for the training for practitioners to investigate and lead
their own Forest Schools.

Applications for the final year must be received by 31st
October 2009, and work must be undertaken and claim
submitted by 16th February 2011
Further details: Wendy.edgerton@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

Dates for your diary
02 September 2009 Social Forestry Task Group

03 September 2009 Grant Workshop for Woodland
Businesses (Hawford)

09 September 2009 FC Stakeholder Event: Consultation
on the long-term role of the Public
Forest Estate (Penkridge)

11 September 2009 South West Woodland Show
(Longleat)

25 November 2009 Woodland & Forestry Forum
Meeting (Business Link)

For more information on the Forestry Framework,
Woodland & Forestry Forum and the Task Groups conta ct:

Sara Roberts, Action Plan Manager
Tel: 0121 352 5278
Mobile: 07917 168844
Email:  s.roberts@wmra.gov.uk

Website:  www.growingourfuture.org


