Farewell to Bill Heslegrave, Regional Director FC West Midlands
Bill is shortly to retire and his last day in the office was on July 1st when colleagues and friends joined in giving him a rousing send off.  Bill has covered parts of the West Midlands for the last 16 years, most of his career in the FC in fact.  He was initially based at Coleford and when Forestry Commission England went regional in 2001, moved up to Worcester.  He has overseen a great deal of new working with FC; with Regional Spatial Strategies, Government Office secondment and the Regional Forestry Framework.  He pioneered the establishment of a Marches Woodland Forum from Herefordshire and Worcestershire County Fora and from there the West Midlands Woodland and Forestry Forum, which recently celebrated its 19th meeting at the excellent Burwarton Estate in Shropshire.
Bill led on the evidence gathering 'A Growing Resource' baseline for 'Growing Our Future' the West Midlands Forestry Framework which was launched in 2004.  This has been a key document influencing forestry and its engagement with other interests in the West Midlands, delivery of which has been co-ordinated by Sara Roberts for the last 6 years, overseen by a steering group drawing in a wide range of stakeholders. 
His last year saw a part time secondment to National Office working primarily on the Green Infrastructure agenda which gave an opportunity to share his passion for urban trees and woodlands with colleagues.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Bill hopes to stay in touch with colleagues and the work of the region but in the meantime Simon West has taken over as Regional Director until the new Area Director for North West England and West Midlands is appointed later this year.

