West Midlands Woodland and Forestry Forum

Fifth Meeting 30th November 2004 
at the Greenwood Trust Offices
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1.    Apologies

Apologies were received from:

Bill Heslegrave


Forestry Commission 

Nick Young


Environment Agency

Amanda Smith


English Heritage

Judith Webb


Forestry and Timber Association 

Ewan Bent


Marches Wood Energy Network 

Clive Keble


National Forest

Richard Hammersley 

Royal Town Planning Institute

Russell Rowley


Small Woods Association

Justin Mumford


Lockhart-Garratt

Chris Bray                                    Worcestershire County Council
2.
Minutes of the meeting of 29th June 2004
The minutes of the meeting of 29th June 2004 were agreed as a true record of the meeting.  
3.
Matters arising

Item 3 – Simon West reported that Judith Webb had identified at least one potential additional industry representative. 

The Chairman reminded the Forum that the letter concerning grazing in orchards had been sent to the Food Standards Agency and copied to all members. 

Other items were dealt with under their respective headings on the agenda.

4.
Regional Forestry Framework

Referring to papers 4-4b, Simon West outlined the next steps for the RFF:

· role of the RFF Steering Group to continue in overseeing the RFF’s implementation through development of a Delivery Plan   

· A RFF Action Plan Manager was being recruited, hosted by the Regional Assembly, but probably based at the FC’s Worcester office

· Reporting to the SG, the key aspect of the role would be producing the Delivery Plan by May/June 2005 and overseeing implementation

John Blessington stated the importance of choices in the delivery plan as well as how it was crucial to have option paper with the priorities of everyone involved.  

Mark July stated the importance of looking again at the membership of the Steering Group for the implementation stage. 

Ian Jones asked if the advert for the position of Action Plan Manager had been sent out.

Action: SW to confirm the Action Plan Manager position had been advertised, and the closing date for the position.  

DR to write to chair of RFF steering group to keep WMWFF involved.

An early next meeting of the Forum would provide a focus for discussion of the developing Delivery Plan

5.      England Woodland Grant Scheme Update and Regional Grants

Simon West updated Forum members on progress with the EWGS outlining:

· Details available on the FC England Home page www.forestry.gov.uk/england 

· each region could develop its own regional grants within the national framework of the EWGS

· Regional targeting will only apply to 2 (of 6) elements of EWGS -  Woodland Creation and Woodland Improvement Grants. The RFF and Delivery Plan will be a key driver for developing such targeting

· The Woodland Opportunities mapping process outlined in the RFF would form the basis for taking forward Woodland Creation Grant targeting, for example.

6. 
Environmental Stewardship and Forestry 

A presentation was given by David Ragbourne (RDS), who highlighted the following key aspects:

· Final EU approval had not yet been achieved but the launch was expected in 2005.  

· The scheme would comprise an Entry Level and Higher Level Scheme.  

· Of the 110 options under the Higher level scheme 15-20 were related to woodland.

· There would be the capacity to apply for ELS, HLS and EWGS, but not for exactly the same work.  

The forum requested clarification that there would be no conflict between ELS/HLS and EWGS. 

The forum also wanted clarification on how the grant rates would compare to EWGS.


Action: FC/RDS to provide update on developments to future a Forum meeting.

7. 
Greenwood Trust

A presentation was given by Judy Walker, who outlined the following:

· From the 1st January 2004 the Greenwood Trust merged with the Smallwoods Association

· This allowed the Trust to offer increased services and a centre of excellence for Coppice and Coppice crafts. This change of emphasis is expected to continue, and lead to - 

· Higher public profile as the Centre is open to the public in 2005.

· A route for accredited training – with the hope of a NVQ qualification in Coppice crafts

· National Support network for coppicing

· Other items of interest were Ted Collins report and the database of working coppices and the website (www.coppice-products.co.uk)
8.
Space for People

A presentation was given by Nick Collinson (Woodland Trust) who outlined:

· With a broader aspiration of increasing access to woodlands, to encourage people to enjoy the wide range of benefits that woodlands can provide, this study set out to map the extent of woodland available for recreation

· The data used includes the National Inventory of Woodlands (>2ha), public woodlands such as the FC estate and information from WGS on woodlands where access is encouraged (i.e. more than just a Right of Way) 

· The research shows that only 32% of woodlands in the West Midlands are open to access, the lowest in the country  

Judy Walker queried the 2ha limit in view of the work of the National Urban Forestry Unit and others that demonstrated the value of smaller woods for urban areas.  

Andrew Woods highlighted the importance of an incentive for private owners to make woodlands open for access. 

9. A.O.B 
Biomass Task Force – Simon West highlighted the scope of this high level Task Force, chaired by Sir Ben Gill, which sought views on what was holding back development of the biomass industry. This was to be an item at the next Wood Energy Task Group and a draft response would be circulated to Forum members before submission. 

Wood Energy update – an update from Ewan Bent (Marches Wood Energy Network) was circulated.

The chairman suggested an update on forestry and health for next meeting

10. Date of next meeting

13th April 2004.  Location to be announced.

