WOODLAND OPPORTUNITIES SCOPING PAPER 14/03/05

Purpose 

This initial paper is intended to inform further scoping of the development of a Woodland Opportunities Map to target new woodland creation in the West Midlands, as an output of the Regional Forestry Framework (RFF). 

Background

The RFF highlights the need for a Woodland Opportunities Map (WOM) to ‘help target woodland creation’. This is a key early priority for the RFF as it will inform other priorities and funding opportunities such as regional targeting of FC grant aid.

An initial scoping meeting (Annex 1) has flagged up some key issues that need to be considered and areas for further development. It is envisaged that the WOM will be developed by a core group of stakeholders, working as a task and finish group, linked to the Regional Environment Group. It is intended that the process will be an iterative one, but with a target of producing an initial version for wider comment by autumn 2005.

Key issues
Generally development of the WOM needs to:

· link into and be informed by wider regional and national initiatives, such as Countryside Character, Living Landscapes approach, Historic Character Assessment etc

· consider issues such as: landscape, biodiversity, access, cultural heritage etc.

· take account of the fact that all WM counties have signed up to a Living Landscapes approach (derived from a scientific approach to landscape character, using landform, geology, drainage, soils, settlement pattern, land tenure and tree cover)

· consider how to engage with key land based professions and influencers who will be involved in assisting delivery – perhaps using ‘champions’

· adopt a mapping unit approach linked to LCA

· consider which partners need to be brought into the process at what stage and who have the capacity to help deliver the product within the timescale

· take into account upcoming initiatives (eg EN biodiversity mapping) and how to incorporate them into future iterations

· Look at how existing spatial work such as the WT work on Space4Nature and Space4People could be used to introduce biodiversity and access elements initially

· Agree the key aspects for access such as need (demand driven by proximity to people) and opportunity (current and potential supply of access, including non-woodland areas) 

Next steps

1. Form a small task and finish group to develop the approach – this could comprise:

Countryside Agency 

English Heritage 

English Nature 

Local Authority(ies)

WMRA 

Woodland Trust

2. Aim to hold initial WG meeting in April, possible on the back of the Landscape Character Framework meeting, then 6-weekly/bi-monthly thereafter

3. Scope the ability of local authorities to undertake detailed mapping etc work

4. Aim to produce a draft map for wider stakeholders by Autumn 2005

FC

Mar 05

Annex 1

NOTE OF WOODLAND OPPORTUNITIES SCOPING MEETING 4/3/05

Present

Steve Potter, Staffordshire CC
Nick Young, Countryside Agency

Sara Roberts, WMRA

Simon West, FC

Apologies

Bill Heslegrave, FC

SP tabled a regional map showing landscape sensitivities. This had been drawn up by individual counties from their LCA work and collated by Staffordshire CC.

SW outlined the rationale for the meeting – an initial scoping exercise to discuss what could be included in the Woodland Opportunities map, the approach needed and how it could be taken forward. Initial thinking was that the approach should include: landscape, biodiversity, access, historic character etc.

NY updated the group on the Character Area Framework work, which was being seen as being central to taking forward:

· Identification of regional environmental assets in order to prioritise and plan activity

· Developing criteria and accepted methodology for an integrated approach for delivery of benefits

· Produce report Spring 06, satisfying RSS requirements

SP outlined the Living Landscapes work, which was derived from a scientific approach to landscape character, using landform, geology, drainage, soils, settlement pattern, land tenure and tree cover. All WM counties had signed up to this approach. 

Following discussion, a number of points emerged:

· From experience the best approach is to produce a map for discussion with some explanation rather than trying to develop a consensual approach to methodology first

· It was important to identify champions to give confidence to key stakeholders (eg ecologists)

· The mapping unit (rather than overlays) approach (ie LCA) is the only realistic way forward because of the investment to date

· Consideration needs to be given to who will do the work and who will pull it all together – the approach to the regional landscape sensitivity map was a good model, but clearly further discussions would be required

· There were a number of parallel initiatives eg Historic Character Assessment, EN biodiversity mapping project etc where data would become available at some point in the future: the WOM should be an iterative process, but there was need for an initial version by autumn 05

· There was merit in looking at the WT work on Space4Nature and Space4People to introduce biodiversity and access elements initially

· The key aspects for access were probably need (demand=proximity to people) and opportunity (current and potential supply, including non-woodland?) 

Next steps

1. FC to produce draft scoping paper for initial discussion by this group, then as the basis for taking the WOM forward

2. Form a small task and finish group to develop the approach – this could comprise:

· EN (Mike Wilkinson)

· CoAg (Nick Young)

· LA (Steve Potter/Andy Goode)

· WMRA (Sara Roberts)

· Woodland Trust (Justin Millward)

3. Aim to hold initial WG meeting in April, possible on the back of the LC Framework meeting (CoAg office offered as a venue)

