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WOODLAND OPPORTUNITIES MAP TASK GROUP MEETING 1/12/05

GOWM

Present





Apologies 

Bill Heslegrave, FC 




Jez Bretherton, RDS

Simon West, FC 




Nick Young, Countryside Agency

Justin Millward, WT 






Steve Potter, Staffordshire CC

Sara Roberts, WMRA

Mike Wilkinson, EN

Amanda Smith, EH

Rick Jones, GOWM (notes)

1. Update since last meeting

All actions had been completed and SW had circulated a brief update at the end of October. Further update would be under other items below.

2. Draft maps

SW gave an update on progress: letters had been sent out to (rural) Local Authorities requesting their input into the biodiversity and cultural theme maps. The only data received to date was from Worcs (biodiversity & cultural) and Telford & Wrekin (biodiversity). Data from Herefordshire (biodiversity – MOHL) was to come. Shropshire appeared to have an issue providing information due to not having a Local Records Centre (LRC). MW noted there was a capacity issue with LRCs. SP presented the draft theme maps produced from data submitted to date. AS noted that it might be fruitful to arrange a regional archaeologists meeting to explain the WOM approach.

3. Gaps in data and follow up

Landscape – Complete, but more detail required for the National Forest and Forest of Mercia (currently shown as a colourwash). It was felt that NF may have sensitivities, but FoM could all be preferred.

ACTION BH to pursue

Biodiversity – only Worcs plus Telford & Wrekin data received. Herefords data derived from MOHL work to come. MW cautioned that EN had not endorsed MOHL work so would need to be sure that this had wider support from local biodiversity stakeholders.

ACTION SW to follow up

Cultural – only Worcs data received. Staffs have recently completed their HLC so could produce data. SW noted that he had had discussions with others but the response was broadly that whilst supportive in principle, there was an issue of capacity/resource.

ACTION SW to follow up

Access – data for whole region available via Woods4People data, combined with Open Access data and converted to LDU basis by Staffs CC. Woodland Trust’s to confirm that they were happy with this approach.

ACTION JM to pass on SP contact details to Ian Wright (WT) to confirm approach 

Additional issues - Maps need to be noted with where data comes from and caveats that data is not definitive or conclusive. Problem with identifying the right level and relevant group to sign off the maps. Need to set a cut off date for inputting data – Shropshire remains a problem.

Alternative approaches – MW raised the issue of woodland cover from the ‘thinkpiece’ which could be used as an alternative for biodiversity. EN didn’t have the capacity to develop this, but could make the data available.

ACTION MW to send shp file to SP and take a ‘straw poll’ of local ecologists

4. Producing the final version 1 map

Classification – SP ran through the agreed composite classification ie:

· any area designated “Sensitive” on any sub-map becomes “Sensitive” on final

· areas designated “Preferred” on any sub-map and not “Sensitive” on any other sub-map become “Preferred” on final

· whatever is left becomes “Neutral”

MW felt it would be useful to flag up Preferred/Sensitive overlaps and Preferred in all categories.

Deadlines -  agreed a series of deadlines:

· 25 December for information to include in first version

· Gaps can be filled from Mike Wilkinson’s and HLC data

· First version to be published in second week of January

5. How the map could be used - wider application 

SW introduced the short paper on using the WOM for targeting grants. After further discussion it was agreed that regional targeting would be considered further at a later meeting.

6. Awareness raising/seminar 

SW introduced the proposal for a seminar in Feb/March 06. After discussion it was felt that such a seminar should be put back to March and comprise the following elements:

Presentations 1) Process of creating the map.



 2) Connection to Forestry Framework.



 3) Guidance and limitations – Forestry Commission.



 4) Future development.



 5) Use in targeting.


            6) Expert panel question and answer session.

Workshops 1) Future uses.


        2) Forward plans – development, timing, reviews.


        3) Expectations.

Location Possibly Worcester Rugby Club.

Invitees Focus on woodland owners and managers and related stakeholders.


  Those who attended previous seminar at Worcester.

Chair CLA could host with David Ritchie as Chair.

7. Next meeting

10 am Thursday 19 January - GOWM
  

Rick Jones/Simon West

Dec 05














