WOODLAND OPPORTUNITIES MAP TASK GROUP MEETING 19/1/06

GOWM
Present





 

Bill Heslegrave, Forestry Commission (BH)






Simon West, Forestry Commission (SW)

Justin Millward, Woodland Trust
(JW)




Steve Potter, Staffordshire County Council (SP)

Sara Roberts, West Midlands Regional Assembly (SR)

Mike Wilkinson, English Nature (MW)

Amanda Smith, English Heritage (AS)

Jez Bretherton, Rural Development Service (JB)

1. Apologies

Nick Young, Countryside Agency (NY)

2. Update since last meeting

All actions had been completed:

· BH has arranged a meeting with the National Forest; 

· SW has produced a draft Warks biodiversity map, Shropshire map not available for version 1; 

· SW has contacted county archaeologists, but no capacity at present – AS has arranged a meeting with county archaeologists to discuss WOM on 27 Jan; 

· MW has sent shp files to SP for ‘thinkpiece’ and obtained mixed views from stakeholders.

3. Draft maps, user guidance

SP gave out draft maps produced on behalf of the SG. SW had circulated draft user guidance prior to meeting. There was considerable discussion on the maps and where next, the key points being:

· Still some tension between regional versus local ‘views’, which may affect ownership – ownership options were basically LAs, Govt agencies or FC 

· Only 1 county on cultural heritage layer – this to be progressed at EH convened meeting on 27 Jan but more likely for version 2

· Legal basis for ‘formal objection’ to planting proposals was a key concern of LAs

· Concern over gaps in data and credibility of product

· Need for supplementary info to clarify the decision rules for the data

Action: FC to ‘own’ map in relation to use for upcoming planting round (0607) and provide supplementary info with notes on ‘decision rules’ for transparency

4. Report back from Living Landscapes Group (LLG) meeting

This meeting held the previous day, had not been a full LLG meeting, since a number of members were not present. It was useful in enabling further discussion of the aspirations of the WOM and clarifying aspects of its production. Shropshire CC had acquired some data with assistance from FC and were looking at ways in which this could be used to produce a biodiversity theme map for Shropshire, but this would not be ready for version 1.

5. Seminar (Landscape Character Seminar paper)

BH referred to the paper and noted that the seminar was provisionally fixed for 16 March at the Worcs Rugby Club and that David Ritchie had agreed to chair the event. SG members felt it might be better to defer the seminar or scale it down to a more focused audience (more a ‘workshop’ type event). BH proposed that FC look at this again and come back with a revised proposal: this might include a separate launch for woodland owners and follow up workshops for specialists such as archaeologists and ecologists.

Action: BH/SW to circulate revised proposal around the SG for comment

6. Preliminary work on version 2 (Outline Brief for Developing WOM V2)

BH referred to the outline brief. SW briefly introduced the paper noting that there were essentially 2 elements: scoping/stakeholder engagement; data acquisition and map production. MW noted that it would be better to separate out the scoping phase and link it with the Character Area Framework study. SG members felt that the timescale should be pushed back and this may help in securing additional funding in 0607. There needs to be more detail on timetabling and what’s involved in producing version 2, including engagement with stakeholders.

Action: SW to produce revised proposal for SG

7. Anything else 

MW noted the Countryside Quality Counts consultation on JCA sub-units (details at www.cqc.org.uk) and the forthcoming consultation on the 14 Biodiversity Enhancement Areas for the WM.

8. Next meeting

TBC

Simon West

Jan 06













