REGIONAL FORESTRY FRAMEWORK – WOODLAND OPPORTUNITIES MAP – A SUMMARY

Background

The Regional Forestry Framework (RFF) for the West Midlands was launched in October 2004 and comprises 11 themes (www.growingourfuture.org). A key output under the Woodland Cover theme, is to produce a Woodland Opportunities Map (WOM). This aims to:

· Help focus activity on areas of maximum public benefit in creating and managing woodlands in the region 

· Assist the FC and other funding bodies regionally in making decisions about proposals to create and manage woodlands (via regional scoring)

· Assist landowners in making decisions about how their proposals fit into the wider regional aspirations of the RFF

The approach taken

Regional stakeholders including the FC Regional Advisory Committee and others have helped scope the approach. FC chair a small Task Group of regional stakeholders that is charged with developing the WOM. They have recommended that the following criteria are considered:

· Landscape (links to Landscape Character Assessments)

· Heritage (links to Historic Landscape Characterisations)

· Biodiversity (links to Regional Biodiversity targets etc)

· Access (links to Woodland Trust/FC Woods for People project & CROW)

The aim is to produce a draft map for discussion at a regional seminar by early 2006. 

What the map will look like

The intention is to produce a regional map that indicates preferred, neutral and sensitive areas. There maybe companion maps that show similar areas by the criteria outlined above (landscape, heritage etc).

Accompanying the map will be some notes to flesh out the detail of what the map is showing. These will be fairly high level and in summary rather than trying to be prescriptive. At a county level there maybe more detail available, such as the draft Worcestershire Woodland Guidelines. The intention would be for such sub-regional guidelines to complement the WOM and add more detail at the sub-regional level.

Caveats 

It is important to note that the WOM will be very strategic and will only give a broad indication of likely preferences or sensitivities and is not intended to be prescriptive. So for example, it is envisaged that there maybe sensitive areas within those broadly designated preferred and areas with potential for accommodating certain types of woodland within those broadly designated sensitive. Further discussion with a range of stakeholders is likely to be needed. The detail of determining proposals for woodland creation under eWGS, for example, will continue to operate at local level on a case by case basis within the existing regulatory framework (EIA, UKWAS, FC guidelines).
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